
Question Asked Answer Given 

When appointing additional election 
inspectors to fill vacancies that may arise 
throughout  the term, do the appointees have 
to be approved by the governing body, or can 
the clerk make the appointments 
where/when needed? 

No, if you are appointing someone to fill a gap in 
your poll workers, you can appoint them to serve at 
a specific election.  

Do unaffiliated election inspectors need to be 
approved by the governing board also? 

Yes. 

If the Democratic party is the only one who 
sends a list, do they get all 5 positions by 
default? Or can you do 3 democratic and the 
2 unaffiliated? 

You will still have a balance even if you do not 
receive a list from both parties.  If the democratic 
party is entitled to the extra inspector, you would 
have 3 Dems and 2 unaffiliated inspectors in this 
example.   

Polling locations? So, if multiple wards vote 
there, do you add them up and decide who 
has the balance? 

Yes - it's whoever got the most votes at that specific 
polling place. 

If your poll worker Sandy Smith was 
nominated by the Democratic Party two years 
ago, but wasn't on their list this year, but we 
still want to use her does she become 
unaffiliated or is she still counted as a 
Democratic Inspector? 

She would be unaffiliated.   

Can a political party nominate people for 
specific positions? ex. SVDs or Central Count? 

Yes, they can designate their nominees for election 
inspector, SVD and Central Count inspectors.   

I have only received one list each year.  How 
do I go about reaching out to the other 
Political Party?   

It is up to the party to contact you with their lists.  
You can contact the parties if you want, but it is not 
required. 

Are you obligated to go with the political list 
candidates over unaffiliated ones? All of mine 
are unaffiliated & experienced & I would hate 
to lose them all. 

If you have a partisan list, you have to consult the 
partisan appointees first to see if they want to serve 
before you can go to the unaffiliated inspectors.  

If Trump received more votes in the 2020 
election than Biden, then we would use 3 
republicans and 2 democratic workers if we 
received lists from both parties? 

Correct. 

If I receive a list of 5 Republicans, do I have to 
use all of them? 

Not necessarily - if you only have 5 poll workers and 
Trump got the most votes at your polling place in 
2020, you will have 3 Republican inspectors and 2 
unaffiliated inspectors. 

I submitted my training a month ago and it 
does not show up as certified training. Have 
all the requests been taken care of?  

Yes, the training is being reviewed and approved or 
denied on a weekly basis. 



Can Clerks do MCT Core and Baseline chief as 
part of the 6 hours? 

Yes, you can.   

Do the same rules of appointing election 
inspectors apply for County Board of 
Canvass?  

Statute only says the two parties can submit a list of 
three names of qualified electors to the county clerk 
for appointment to the CBOC.  The county clerk 
appoints one from each party they receive a list 
from.  The deadline is the start of the term or 
January 1, 2022.   
  

Are elections worked during the past term 
considered training for the inspectors?  

No, the election itself is not considered training.   

Are the UWGB courses such as the 
Gubernatorial Election course valid for 
training hours? 

Yes! Be sure to report them. 

Is the CF-1 required every year for 
incumbents? 

The CF-1 has to be filed or amended every time the 
candidate is up for election.  

Where is the packet that you are referring to? With the webinar access information in Recent Clerk 
Communications. 

Do you post somewhere on WEC website 
what municipal judge candidates have filed 
the SEI?  Or how can I confirm our judge 
candidate(s) have filed that form with WEC 
timely?  

These documents are filed with the Wisconsin Ethics 
Commission, and they would be able to let you know 
if they have an SEI on file for your municipal judge. 

What if there are problems that need to be 
addressed on forms submitted by the 
deadline?   Can they correct something like 
not enough signatures after the January 4, 
2022 deadline?  

They could file correcting affidavits for certain issues 
but could not submit additional pages after the 
deadline. 

1Can you accept nomination papers a "few 
pages at a time".  They don't want to lose 
them or damage them. 

We do not suggest this as it could allow pages of a 
petition to go missing or missed, however a 
candidate could do this.  We suggest that clerks 
encourage candidates to drop off their entire 
petition.  

Can a Candidate turn in their DOC when they 
return all other paperwork or are they not 
allowed to circulate nomination paperwork 
until they submit their DOC?  

They do not need to file their DOC with you before 
getting signatures.  They just need to have 
everything filed by the deadline. 

If the County Clerk deems the nomination 
paper insufficient, they can go and get the 
required new signatures if time allows? 

Yes, that’s correct.  Another reason to file early! 

Where do we find the Candidate receipt in 
WisVote? 

Open the candidate record,  “generate receipt” is on 
the top left of the screen.    



Is that the same for a recall petition? Can they 
drop off sheets and still drop more off later? 

We do not suggest this, but there is no law 
prohibiting this.  It can become an issue for the clerk 
to keep the petition organized and together, but we 
suggest that the clerk encourage the group to turn 
the petition in all at once. 

Is there such an affidavit available for the 
candidate to use if that should come up? 

The WEC does have some templates, but there is no 
one specific form for the affidavit.  It does need to be 
notarized, but you can contact our office if this 
occurs and we can provide a sample template. 

I have had a candidate use "Vote for (name of 
the candidate)" or No Tax Increase (Name of 
the Candidate)"  Can a candidate use that as a 
nickname? 

No, they cannot use a nickname to try to campaign 
for themselves. 

Are you giving us access to this PowerPoint 
and is this training being recorded? 

Yes, the PowerPoint will be uploaded to our website 
and the recording will also be on our website later 
this week., Yes, it's in Recent Clerk Communications 
with the webinar access information.  The webinars 
are always recorded and posted afterward. 

if I am the circulator for a candidate, I am not 
allowed to sign any other candidate's nom 
papers, correct? 

 

So, each circulator should not date their sheet 
until the last signature has been submitted on 
that page? 

Correct, the circulator’s date of signature should be 
on or after the last date of the signer.   

I'm so sorry to ask again, but what email 
address would the Clerk Communications be 
coming from?  A certain person?  A certain 
organization? I am not finding and email with 
the documents/handouts  

Clerk communications typically are not emailed out 
to clerks.  They are posted at 
https://elections.wi.gov/clerks/recent-
communications.  Materials for this specific webinar 
will be posted later this week. 

How do I, as a new clerk, know what positions 
are up for re-election and who am I to send 
the non-candidacy notice to?  I have no idea. 
Further, we have a Sanitary district that I am 
responsible for filing on behalf of.  I don't 
have a clue how to know who to send 
information out to to alert them of getting 
paperwork in. 

Please contact our office at either 608-261-2028 or 
elections@wi.gov and we can help answer some of 
these questions. 

when there's a board meeting, the candidates 
send their papers around the table and they 
all sign each other’s.  Are they in effect the 
circulator?  And can they sign other  
candidate papers? 

Yes, the paper is in their possession and they can sign 
for as many seats as they are entitled to vote for. 

So if an office has two positions and I notice 
that a person’s signature appears on three 
different nomination form, do I count the 

Yes, the last date/signature is tossed out. 



signature for the first two documents 
received? 

Do you require them to verbally swear to the 
DOC since it is a sworn document? 

Yes, I am a notary, I have them raise their right hand 
and affirm that the information on the DOC is correct 
to the best of their knowledge. 

Can the circulator’s date be the same date as 
the last date of a signature electors on the 
nomination paper? 

Yes. 

The certification on the EL-168 has a 
statement "I intend to support this 
candidate".  That conflicts with them being 
able to sign another candidate’s nominations 
papers (not in the case of a vote for more 
than 1 races)  

Yes, I need to clear that up and post with the FAQs.  
Thanks. 

Can a Clerk file a Challenge? The clerk determines sufficiency/insufficiently of 
papers and responds to challenges.   

Did the deadline get moved to Dec 27 due to 
the Xmas holiday? 

The deadline for the notification of noncandidacy is 
December 24, 2021.  We have a detailed memo 
about this posted in Recent Clerk Communications.  

Is there a change to the law that the 
municipality has to publish notice of the filed 
non-candidacy? 

Yes, on their website “promptly,” or three locations if 
the municipality does not have a website.   

Is someone who resigned from office before 
their term is up required to file a 
noncandidacy EL-163? 

If they have resigned before December 1, 2021, the 
office is listed as vacant and they don’t have to file 
the EL-163.    

 


